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The Mvstery of
LEYROD
VED

By the Last of the Moshers.

PP PIPPFIIPIIE IRV I IS VIV VRV PPV RIS RV I I I IR IR P PO P

§

al Lasl.

PP VPR PP IRV VR PIS PR PP PRV RIRY SRS M

H

N the Summer of 1874 Gilbert Mosher called upon Police
Superintendent Walling, of the city of New York, at Police
Headquarters, and supplied evidence which proved that the

persons who had abducted Charley Ross were his brother, Will-

iam Mosher, and Joseph Douglas,

Tefore these men were cap-

tured; however, they were both killed in an attempted burglary
at Bay Ridge, leaving the fate of the missing boy still unsolved,

The last chapter in this strangest of modern romances is
now made public for the first time through the statement to the
Journal by Ellsworth Mosher, son of Gilbert Mosher, in which,
now that Christian K. Ross is dead, he makes public the facts
which' his father had never divulged to the police, and settles
once and for all the fate of Charley Ross.

fate of Charley

to me by my

L medium slzed dark bay or brown In.eslor,
with n white mark on the, forehend, The
harness was old and 1t8 slvey ‘monntings
were well worn. No irtce of this vehicle
wor of the horse or the harness has
ever, been obtained from that day until

The House in New York Where He Was Killed and Where His Skeleton

Was Found.

» (FROM A PHOTOGRAPH.)

HE mystery of lost Charley Ross

I Is & mystery no longer. Ells

waorth M,n!ﬁar. neplisw of Willlam
Moster, the chlef of the desperate gang
‘that klduapped the boy twenty-throe
yenrs ngo, and 'son of Glbert Moshar, the
. thhg's brother, who put the pollee on the
Kldnapper's troll, makes the stntement that
the etolen child died or was murdersd in
the house at No. 00 Grand strest or the
wiljoining Louse on the ecorner of Bouth
Pifth avenue, In the Dhasement of this
thouse the wifa of the crlminal chlef hnd o
sestaurant, and sixteen years sgo workmen,
in tenring out the old basenient walls, found
‘the ghkelaton of a hoy.

That skeleton, Gilbert Mosher told hls
gon, waw all that was left of Charley
Rosa, and Ellsworth Mosher now for the
Arst thne discloses the statément,

William Mosher and hls accomplics,
Joseph Douglas, wers killed duriug o bue-
plary, f

Gilbert Mosher |5 dead.

Christlan. K. Ross, the father’ of the
stolen ohild, who spent’ bls fortone In the
search for his boy, is also dead.

Wilswortly Mosher Iz an Industrions
laborer, an homest man, secording to his

. employers und nelglibors, who feels keenly
‘the ssgoglntion of Lis family with the black
crime; and who would rather talk of dnys
thing In the world thin the steallng of
Charley Rogs and his death.

To nnderstand the nuthorlty swith which
this man tears the. vell from a oystery
‘mearly & quarter of & ceniury old it s
necessary to reconnt some of the awfol
elreumstatices of the crlme that was
mennt to be the frst orbme In A syatem of
‘brigandage througheat the country,

The plang of the flends who stole and

~ held the child for ransom were pever fnl-
filled. ol

They uelther galned the price they put
gpon his 1lfe nor the example by which
they  thousht to ferrorige oiher parents
‘intp paylig ungnestionlagly {or kidnapped
chlldren, The natlon was spared the ln
‘fiietion of the horrld industry and the

~ child-stenlers were killed In commltfing

s

snather crime, but the sacrifice for the
nation's, immupity and the griminal’s pun-
*_lslml_ant ‘wera the lfe of the hazel-oyed,
. cuzly  headed chifld, the disslpation of n
- fortune sud the glooming to nin of n oncs

~ihappy bome. - ;
- Ths Mdequy gnd’of the.stiry mighi bave'

been koown years ago, If it conld not have
‘beon averted, had the pollce heednd the ad-
vice of the undertaker whom the widow

of the areh erlminal gought eout and
begged to take charge of the burial gf her
eullty hushand and hig fellow bursx’r and
accomplice, Joseph Douglas, when fhé two
were shot to death by those they sought to
roh.

This undertaker was John: Henry Munm,
whoae establishment s at No, 100 Ave-
nue Di P

Hp Had years before warked In the shlp-

yary on the East River with the Moshers.

When the woman came to kim Munn
communiéated with Pollee Superintendent
Walltng, and begged him to trace the wom-
tn, fealing spre ghe mwust lead them to
where the stolen boy was hidden, but the
police offinlal pald mere attention to har
brother, Willlam Westervelt,' He was
enraged ot Westervelt, wha had worked
In swith hlg relntivea and the others of the
gung while In the police pay to ald iIn
tlelr apprehension, and the woman slipped
away. They convicted Westervelt of com-
plielty o the Kldoupplng of Charley Ross,
nod gent Mim to prison for seven yenrs.
This wus In 1875, Westervalt never ad-
mitted s gulit or betrayed the secrets of
hls mntes. He mlght have bought llberty
with the child conld he have produced 1t
He did not, and the Inferoncas is that the
chllil: was dend nnd he must have confossed
murder and not mercly kidnapping, tad le
told the atory, 3 [

Ouly oii this hypothesia 18 It possible to
adequalely explaln the sflence of Wester-
velt duning his Imprisonment. g
Charley Ross was stolen on July 1, 1874,
He and his elder brother, Walter, wers
playing in the rondway near to his Kome on
Washington Inue, In Germnntown, & qulet
suburb of Philudelplila. Two tmen, seated
In & buggy drawn by a'single horse, drove
leisurely along the lane, Osfensibly they
were pedlers. They bad become moguninted
with the youngsters in thelr jowrneylugs
along the tond, -and had on meveral oe-
taslons given theém eandy, In TeEpONSE
fo & request for a drivel and some more
wandy, the men In the onrrlage took the

boys in with them and droye rapldly away, |
Walter Ross was glven a quurter of o dol | |

lar, and was set down to buy fireworks

|[When he had winde bls purchase bhe looked

for the buggy. It was gone.

Chorley Hnoss was never seen again hy
any member of the family, of which he vras|

the idolized baby.

Tlip bugey wns np ordingy Al 'A_...!l,lfmtl,-

top affalr, painted n dark color, with red
strlpes on ench of Its four wheels, and was
lined with bive cloth:
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A Queei" Lettet
One of the

series of famous

designedly ilfit=
erate — [etters

between the ab-

thristian_ﬁ-.Roaa
in the negotia=
tions  for the

ransom of the

© orse was n

this, Bkllled detectives scarched every-
where for It. Horse traders, stable keopers
and wagon makers walted nnd watched for
the outfit to appenr sgomewhere, but It
never dld.

For three dnys the purpose of the kid
nappers. remained fnkoown, The pollee
were notified, and the ronting machinery.|
of ‘pollea search was put. In gperwtion,
Three days after the ehild stealing, the lustJ
boy’s father received the first of o series
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Charley Ross at the Time He He Was Kidﬁapped.
e

(From a photograph furpished the police In 1874) 13

Mosher, before his death.
clear up the mystery of the steal-
ing of Charley Ross and give for
the first time the truth about the
end of the unfortunate boy,
ELLSWORTH MOSHER. g
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The Confession of the Last of the Mosher Family,
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HAVE read the following ac-
count of the abduction and

Ross, It is ab-

solutely correct in every particular,
according to the statements made

father, Gilbert
It will

tlhe motiey tlght be pald without endnngers

Ing themselved, One of these was that Mr.
Ross shonld e on the redr platform of a
trald from Phlladeélphls to New York, and
thenee to Albany. At some point on the
ropd 0 man by the track side would ring
n bell and wave o fiag, aod at the signonl
Mr. Ross wns to throw o satehel containing
§20,000 in bills, of .not larger denominatlon
thue $10, If the traln did ot stop and the

Mgent with the bell and fag was not Inter-

ferad with, the writora of the letters prom-
fsed to return Chaviey’ Rods to his home
withln ten bonrs. That time they needed,
they sald, to make sire the Bllls were not

{arked,

The lefters snggested that the stealing of

of alxtesn letlers asking ‘8 ratigan for the
boy. Twenty thousand dollars wis the

‘Ross family. |

the boy was only the firgt of p projected
seples of kidnappings fur ranspin. It waa

hice o ®ha b Was told plaBIY that A neceS*Rry for the sittess of the ‘Hldeond

' follure to pay th@ price would result in

) Ay S ;ﬁww ?&l‘lm;ﬂm by which]if the movey gu.w puic’!. qr:'!;h_ll-:'thw

project that the Inmitin] venture be suc-
ceseful, or that the child .

’
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o killed
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slintll be - mn emplp. . tervorize oflior
narents, Mr. oV turield the letters,over
te the pollee aflkopt §n- communioation
with the INGMON LY means of porsonnin
I “the newspapier. — Lorter after lettor
came 14 aBSwWer 'V his personals:  {hey
were malled nt wisly srparnled polata;
and the police coullwt frace them.

It wasln the Bumny or 1575 that Gilbert
Mosher tolit Pallee Svprintendont Williie,
of New York, that 6 abgoetors of Chsr-
ley ' Hoss were his-brolsr, Wililam Mosler, I.
and Josepli Douglhs, joth domparatiyely |
well-kopwn erimingls, ]

Weailing obtalned otle avigemes of the
trath of Gilbert Mosher informntion, and
antistied himself that Wise Masher hod
written the shonymouseiters, Then bee
gan a hunt for those tWmen, but befare
thiey were run to corth Ly wern idiled in
the commission of anotl fpime.

Eriends of the Ross Ty hnd advanecd
the amount demnuded bythe kldnappers,
but the polico persvaded ¢, Ross not te
give the money ofl the Mg word of out-
Inw fends that they wonldetes pitnen (L
ohlld,  Beveral times M Rogs notifed
them by personels that legas.ceads to
exchange the $20,000 for thehild, the ex-
chauge to be simultancous, i they wonld
not agree to .thls, The aubpities urged
that If the mooey were palignd the ab-
duntors, were not punlshed, aepidemic of
child stealing would surely llow, go the
poliee had thelr war of It i

Poliee  Superintendent Wnng knew
Mosher, and knew that he 4 twelve
brothers.  Ia Kls yontl he hatynried In
tlie East Illver ghippards, wherehe fatherp
of the Mosher famlly aml some the sons
had also ‘beed amployed. He jow, tne,
thnt Willlam Moshor Bad marrh Maribhn
Westeryvelt.

Martha had o brather, Wilinm, ks had
glwars been an idle and disselnt feo)low,
and who made his Hying by sellings the
sferons” on. the Rast Side varkntrileles
of merchandise which his brothys-jaw
hod . stolen., Walllng =ent for Wearvelt
mnd . arrapged tp have Lim apioted a
patrolman on the pollee foree In .pgid-

1 velfe Is npw the propriet

‘The last patt of hie :
frue. He hnd marrlod: )

dishwasher 1 Mosber's restitivs i
Athnte City;, X J., who_'

Hls brother in working at his
canlkor ins8an Franelsdo, ¢l
The bilies of the Liyrglnrs were
the Morgue ‘and  the widew of
bronght John Henry Munn to bary thes
At Nis unilertaking esmblishiment, N
Avenne ), Munn sald last alghit fo-
nui reporters . .
1 beggoed and pleaded with Wi P
only to lmve the womap trailed evors ti
ute In the dix, but I alkn urged him toom
regt her at once, becapse I Lelieved aly
kuew where the Doy was aad thh; .‘h‘_: )
might be rrightencd fato telling, W Y
Was yery angey at ths double deails ot
Westeryelt, and be thought 3¢ wag best o
arrdst him, and pot Mres. Moshor, W p

velt was & fnlsergble ‘onfer. He n
any good at anytling which
services of en hovest man. I !::g]mg
my mind thut if ke had wanted fo i
have brought about the recovery of the'
oven  before’ Mosher snd  Deughis .
killed. I helped Walllng to get him'
right, aud this Fesalt was thnt e way b
avér to Philadelphin, put on 8l fa |
gust, 1585, on the chargs of hiy
conteriied in the abdoctiot of iitle
Ross, und'ln & few weeks he Wi Be
and sentencal to seven years 1) 8
ermn Peultentiary.
“Walling became satisSed tht O
Ross dled. Bo did L Bo did th Phils
phia detectives wiho were engupd on fhe
case; and so 4id Christion K Ross)
futher of the poor, unfortunate: by,
“The bulldlng at No, 55 Granilstrestind
jolned that on the” corser ‘of Soith Fifch
avenve, About 1880 or 1881 théwl was &
cavedn over thers and these _two',uﬂﬂé' P
were 80 badly damaged that they we
dowi. When the workmen were loaking
down the walls In the lmeement whero
Mosher and hia wife had carried o the

Ros—from your
answeér this' day
you signify -ev-
erything ‘i redy
—every thing is
redy- with  us—
we now give you
a wide: margin
for preparations
to make an ar-
rest if you deside
to do so-_——)-'é'ur
actions this day
desidss

fate—it is

charly
leit
with _you alone
wether  he ‘shal
live or die—we
caution once an
the last. time do
not think we are
trifling.—From a
letter in the f)'os-
session of the

FRST CHAPTER,

The House in Philadelphu “here Charly Ross Was- Born-and - from
Whica He Was Kidapped. 2 s

PHOTOGRNH.) : L
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artion of Wessrwlt's acting as n std
pigeon nnd brlizirg uhout the return !
the ptolén boy. Westarvelt, lke hls ut
ter, was absojumly logal 10 Mosher. 2
was Willlng to soritice. Donglas, Hut wi
unable to do so and gt the ssme tipe gy
His brothorsin-lasw . So'he deceived i
bhopd of the police foree, .

It was proved tint on the night of T-
eembier 12, 1874, Westervalt bad intervies
with both AMosher gmil Thougias, right oud
the moses of the pollee In ' Naw York Ciio
Hiz sister wae then the prosrietréss of:
Fostadeant In the Lfsoniett of the '
buliding at No. 55 (Grand sivesty The bos
ment of this bullding Lad been ‘ceenpll
by a shosmalker, and the upper floors W
tepantd by o pawnlrokdr, pnrily for bu-
ness and parrly for resldential puspost
Biip the fact thet he was thers was »t|
then kagwn to the polloe,

Westeryelt kopt Mosher I feimed of w
polloe woves to the extent of his pows
but  the bunt was getting close wim
Moser and Doniglng sere. Eflled on Bé
night of December 13, 1574,

The burglirs had sailed to B Rige
to b the nntenanted honse of J, Hplivs
Van Pront, but the vacsnt hoka Tas
fitted with borglae nlarm  wires omouot-
enting with the hense of Judge Var Bont,
nenr by, J. Holmey Yau Broofihis son
and two hired men re*dobded to te dlarm.
The brrglnrs tried to Jush by thm, fring
frot tevolvers ua the) ran, butthey hit
noboily, amil (ke retum Aie fronlie Van
Brunts mortally wounded Lhongh' A mo-
ment loter Masher, rouning avs; got g
bullet In- the buck and fell dend, i

Douglns: was revived with jmor, and
when asked who Le Wwis, ha fling ‘that
death was but.a few brief mommts dway,
told iz mams, and thot of his (upanion.
When he was told that Mosherwos dead
be Yolantarily declared thot byaud the
ather burging hnd  siolsn (Chaey  Ross
from Germantown, but Le pssied that
He did not know whire the bo WaH, 83
Moshisr had taken clhisrge of hir and had
néver told of Bls hiding place His lost
ixtelilgent words were: i

“The ehlld will| he retuened wome. sufy:
nnd sound within a few doys.”

Hi had spolen freely of Kimslf to ibe
men who witehel his déing aoe'es, and
Lnd spelled Mosher's finme owdetier by
letter adding: F 3 [ -

“pjeslinr ds narried ang ks pithe eity,
bt T bave no lisme, T am a

Sl LN

&

restgucant they found in ‘an. openingst
body of & boy, The different partw

ongiestlonibly that of Chirley Roks
formntion of' the skull an (
parts of the frame oot
with whnat the experts snl@ Ch
bone: formation ‘wotld. be Ukes
thit be llved for, say, 8 Feass ]
ahducted. f g
Chariey Ross was born on May 4, 38700
He was allve when Mosher =
meot their fate In Desember, 1575, o -
witn seen In compiny with this
Westeryelt ‘gotting off & Brooklyn
North. Second stpeet, In the Wi
section of that clfy. Douglas had
ear driver In thot park of the town.
“Not only was be seen gettd
car, barcheaded and orylug) -
proved positively that W&ﬁortﬂm :
Inta tlHe house where soma reintives of
Moshers Dved, (0 Mr. Roks wis
comelnesd thitt the bones fonnd I5 the
ment of No. & Grand stivet Wane
Clinxley  thnt ha stopped lppnﬁ‘lgf-
sums .of money -in following up fhs,
clows  offersd Wi afterward: ln v
parts of the world. And the bomes
sent on to Philadelphin. . 'i{"
Bo the mystery s unravelsd w
Pilakeorth Mosher, son of Gilbert Mos)
the miw who told the police who
ditetors wers, woild not reveal ©
denees of Mix Jdead fafiter nutil’
Ros¥'s ither wag dend too.
Knowihg thut the Hetle' hones
the nellar wall were those of the

athry of Lis death,  * o {
When Moxhor and Donglas tha -
Spitlis of the InfAmons gang, Sede gFose y
frightened rwmalhder, probubly the womnm o
wad e Brother, ware left ‘wlth-mgmq
on thelr hands. Tuhey @ mot Jasé eestore’
him, Tor detectipn cowld hurdty fail,
ey “wore ot Dold encngh 1o conthme to.
Inpk for the rANEOM MODEY.
Weltervolt, from his condection Wi
polits, folt the Hlood money wWen
bopaid. > =3 L s g,
§n to snve themstlves the rauitut of the
Widanpper  geng - iardered | the bshy N
#nd 11d Wls bones du the celar, wilel ¥

lster”

anl Bave uo retutlyes except 4 wuther and
‘.I - --I.I, ) . -

thele govin) everot well enough 1o seve
Toom the pallowas, L xS
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